
13.09.23 SSHH / SSI Congress

Philipp Jent, Head Infection Prevention and Control 

Inselspital, Bern University Hospital – University of Bern

Screening for = finding MDRO?



Insel Gruppe –

Background: Base of our screening policy
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In vast admission screening (clinical risk

approach)

based on very helpful Swissnoso

Guidelines

+ C. auris if ICU abroad

+ VRE sentinella screening on ICU

and hematooncology wards due to prior

outbreak 2017
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Exemplary yield admission screening
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6 months range until 05/23

Insel Gruppe, internal data - unpublished

Group Percent

CPE / CRAB 10%

Panresistant GN, other 3%

Candida auris 1%

MRSA 0%

VRE 1%

ESBL 10%

Multiresistant GN, other 4%

Any MDRO 30%
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MDRO – Varying impact
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CPE: Increasing detection in screening and clinical

samples in CH
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+CRAB: «New» kid in town – war in Ukraine
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ECDC Antimicrobial resistance
surv eillance in Europe 2023 – 2021 data
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Candida auris: Increasing detection worldwide, 

example USA/EU
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USA - Ann Intern Med.2023;176:489-495 Euro Surv eill. 2022;27(46):pii=2200846. 
doi.org/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2022.27.46.2200846 
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MDRO – Varying impact
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Historically main effort in MDRO 

screening and isolation management

Aim: How can we adapt our screening

policy to better catch the red items / 
«real dangers» to the hospital?
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1. Adaption to emergence of C. auris
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• 2022 + admission screening for all hospital

stays in Italy
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1. Adaption to emergence of C. auris
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• 2023 (planned) + admission

screening for all hospital stays in 

Spain / Greece

Candida auris as an Emergent Public

Health Problem: A Current Update
on European Outbreaks and Cases.

Healthcare 2023, 11, 425. 

doi.org/10.3390/healt hcar e11030425
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2. Screening for CRAB: Location?
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Rectal swab: 

Yield of just

47%

+skin: 96%
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2. Screening for CRAB: Location?

06.11.2023MDRO screen, and find – Philipp Jent 12

Rectal swab: 

Yield of just

47%

+skin: 96%

Sponges best,

if not available addition of groin swab

second best choice
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3. Sentinella screening ICU
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Experience of «silent outbreak» with

VRE (typical for VRE and CRAB)

Rationale: Detection of MDRO before

potential (silent) spread over several

units

© wikimedia commons
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3. Sentinella screening ICU
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No extensive literature on effectiveness, 

but implemented some hospitals as 

biweekly or monthly screening.

 2023 Implemented in ICU, no 

experience / yield to report yet

© wikimedia commons
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MDRO Screening in real life
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Swissnoso guideline good base for clinical risk approach

Carba: Rectal swabs are «optimized» vor CPE, consider adding groin 

swab to increase sensitivity for CRAB detection

Adapt to emergence of MDRO, screen literature regularly (or associate

to universitary center)

Sentinella screening ICU?



Vielen Dank für die Aufmerksamkeit.


