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Dear Friends, Dear Colleagues,

It is our great pleasure to invite you to the joint annual meeting of the 
Swiss Society for Allergology and Immunology (SSAI/SGAI) and 
the Swiss society of Infectious Diseases (SGI/SSI), which should  
attract up to 500 clinicians and basic scientists to Geneva on March 
19th-20th 2009. 

The meeting will focus on themes of convergent interest between 
the two societies, including host-pathogen interactions, innate im-
mune responses against infections, infectious complications of 
transplantation and immunosuppression, role of infections in al-
lergic diseases, emerging pathogens, HIV and vaccination. Three 
parallel sessions have been carefully chosen to avoid simultaneous 
presentations on similar themes. Particular emphasis was placed on 
including sessions for clinicians and practitioners as well as basic 
scientists. Keynotes lectures and talks in specialized symposia will 
be given by outstanding internationally recognized leaders in their 
fields, including Caetano Reis e Sousa (innate regulation of dendritic 
cell function), Ron Germain (intra-vital imaging of host-pathogen 
interactions), Jean-Laurent Casanova (human genetics of infectious 
diseases), David Denning (the role of fungi in respiratory allergies) 
and Albert Osterhaus (emerging viral pathogens).

The common interests and multidisciplinary sessions should foster 
active communication between members of the participating 
societies. We therefore look forward to stimulating and enthusiastic 
discussions.

Prof. Walter Reith	 Dr. Christian Van Delden

3



       

Thursday 19 March 2009
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PROGRAMME

08:30 - 09:30 Registration - Welcome coffee - Commercial exhibition

09:30 - 09:45 Welcome introduction

09:45 - 10:30
Plenary lecture 1: Ronald N. Germain

Dynamic high-resolution intravital imaging: new insights into immune cell 
behavior and host-pathogen relationships through direct observation in situ

10:30 - 11:00 Coffee break - Commercial exhibition

11:00 - 12:30
Symposium 1 
Infection and 
autoimmunity

Symposium 2 
Oxidative stress in host 
pathogen interactions 

Symposium 3 
Antibiotic resistance 

and control

12:30 - 14:00
Lunch

Poster viewing - Commercial exhibition

B-cell depletion strategy in the management of immune-mediated  
inflammatory diseases (Roche - sponsored satellite symposium)

Specific immunotherapy with SQ allergens - cornerstone for process  
and innovation (Alk-Abello - sponsored satellite symposium)

HIV (Gilead - sponsored satellite symposium)

14:00 - 15:30

Symposium 4 
Mesenchymal stem 

cells, emerging players 
in immunotherapy

Symposium 5 
Vaccination and  

pediatric infections

Symposium 6      
HIV

15:30 - 16:00 Coffee break - Poster viewing - Commercial exhibition

16:00 - 16:45
Plenary lecture 2: David W. Denning 

The role of fungi in respiratory allergies

16:45 - 17:45
Short Communications 

SGI / SSI 
Symposium 7  

Allergy and infection
Short communications

SGI / SSI 

17:45 - 19:00
General assembly SSAI / SGAI Prize distribution and  

General assembly SGI / SSI 

19:30 - 23:30 Social evening, aperitif and dinner



       

Friday 20 March 2009
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PROGRAMME

07:30 - 08:30 Registration - Coffee - Commercial exhibition

08:30 - 09:15
Plenary lecture 3: Caetano Reis e Sousa
Innate regulation of dendritic cell function

09:15 - 10:00
Plenary lecture 4: Albert Osterhaus 

Emerging viral pathogens (title to be confirmed) 

10:00 - 10:30 Coffee break - Poster viewing - Commercial exhibition

10:30 - 12:00
Symposium 8 

Leukocyte migration
Symposium 9 
Transplantation  
and Infection

Symposium 10 
Basic mechanisms  

in allergy

12:00 - 13:30
Lunch

Poster viewing - Commercial exhibition

Use of new antifungal drugs
(Essex/MSD/Gilead – sponsored satellite symposium)

The immunology of atopic dermatitis
(Merck Serono – sponsored satellite symposium)

13:30 - 15:00
Symposium 11 

NK cells
Symposium 12 

Laboratory diagnostic 
tests

Symposium 13      
New drugs for which 

indications

15:00 - 16:00
Short communications

SSAI / SGAI
Professional Politics 
Forum SSAI / SGAI

Short communications
SGI / SSI 

16:00 - 16:30 Coffee break - Poster viewing - Commercial exhibition

16:30 - 17:15
Plenary lecture 5: Jean-Laurent Casanova

Human genetics of infectious diseases:  
clinical and immunological implications

17:15 - 17:45 Poster prizes - Closing remarks



       

Preliminary programme  
Thursday 19 March 2009 

08:30-09:30 Registration - Welcome coffee - Commercial exhibition

09:30-09:45 Welcome introduction

09:45-10:30 Dynamic high-resolution intravital imaging: new insights into immune cell behaviour and 
host-pathogen relationships through direct observation in situ (plenary lecture)
Ronald N. Germain (Bethesda, USA)

10:30-11:00 Coffee break - Commercial exhibition

11:00-12:30 Infection and autoimmunity (symposium 1)  
Chair: Daniel Pinschewer (Geneva, CH)

Regulation of Susceptibility/Resistance to the Theiler’s Virus-Induced Demyelinating Disease 
Model of MS by CD4+CD25+ Regulatory T Cells
Stephen D. Miller (Chicago, USA)

Deregulation of Epstein Barr virus specific immune responses in autoimmune disease 
Christian Münz (Zurich, CH)

11:00-12:30 Oxidative stress in host pathogen interactions (symposium 2)
Chair: Karl-Heinz Krause (Geneva, CH) 

Antigen presentation and T cell activation by dendritic cells  
Sebastien Amigorena (Paris, France)

Neutrophils vs S. aureus: the critical NADPH oxidase & the microbial response 
William Nauseef (Iowa City, USA)

Oxidative stress in influenza and Cryptococcus neoformans infections (title to be confirmed)
Robert Snelgrove (London, UK)

Short communications chosen from submitted abstracts

11:00-12:30 Antibiotic resistance and control (symposium 3) 
Chair: Christian van Delden (Geneva, CH)

Antimicrobial resistance: where are we going?  
Yehuda Carmelli (Tel Aviv, Israel)

Antimicrobial resistance in Switzerland in 2009  
Kathrin Muhlemann (Bern, CH)

New strategies to control antimicrobial resistance  
Stephan Harbarth (Geneva, CH)

12:30-14:00 Lunch - Poster viewing - Commercial exhibition
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Preliminary programme  
Thursday 19 March 2009 

12:30-14:00 B-cell depletion strategy in the management of immune-mediated inflammatory diseases 
(satellite symposium sponsored by Roche) 
Chair: Cem Gabay (Geneva, CH)

Anti-CD20 in rheumatoid arthritis  Axel Finckh (Geneva, CH)

B-cell depletion therapy in SLE and vasculitis  Carlo Chizzolini (Geneva, CH)

12:30-14:00 Specific immunotherapy with SQ allergens - cornerstone for progress and innovation      
(satellite symposium sponsored by Alk-Abello)

12:30-14:00 HIV (satellite symposium sponsored by Gilead)

14:00-15:30 Mesenchymal stem cells, emerging players in immunotherapy (symposium 4) 
Chair: Vincent Kindler (Geneva, CH)

Cellular therapy of autoimmune disease – update  Alan Tyndall (Basel, CH)

Therapeutic plasticity of mesenchymal stem cells  Antonio Uccelli (Genoa, Italy)

Short communications chosen from submitted abstracts

14:00-15:30 Vaccination and pediatric infections (symposium 5) 
Chair: Alain Gervaix and Claire-Anne Siegrist (Geneva, CH) 

Limitations of infant immune responses: an adaptation to evolution? 
Claire-Anne Siegrist (Geneva, CH)

Perspectives and challenges for new adjuvants  
Martin Friede (Geneva, CH)

Vaccination in children - the underestimated value of herd immunity 
Ulrich Heininger (Basel, CH)

Short communications chosen from submitted abstracts 

14:00-15:30 HIV (symposium 6) 
Chair: Bernard Hirschel (Geneva, CH)

Viral and Host factors in HIV pathogenesis and transmission
Frank Kirchhoff (Ulm, Germany)

Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission  
Lynn Mofenson (Rockville, USA)

Circumcision and HIV prevention  
Bertran Auvert (Villejuif, France)

15:30-16:00 Coffee break - Poster viewing - Commercial exhibition
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Preliminary programme  
Thursday 19 March 2009 

16:00-16:45 The role of fungi in respiratory allergies (plenary lecture)
David W. Denning (Manchester UK) 

16:45-17:45 Allergy and infection (symposium 7)
Chair: Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier (Zurich, CH)  
and Philippe Eigenmann (Geneva, CH)

Parasites as a tool to treat allergies: wish or fact?
Eckard Hamelmann (Bochum, Germany)

The influence of respiratory viral infections on asthma
Adnan Custovic (Manchester, UK)

Intolerance to antibiotics - state of the art
Werner Pichler (Bern, CH)

 16:45-17:45 Short communications SSAI/SGAI
Chair: Burkhard Ludewig (St. Gallen, CH)

16:45-17:45 Short communications SGI/SSI
Chair: to be determined

17:45-19:00 General assembly SSAI/SGAI

17:45-18:15 Prize distribution SGI/SSI 

18:15-19:00 General assembly SGI/SSI

19:30-23:30 Social evening

19:30-20:15 Aperitif for all participants

20:15-23:30 Dinner (upon inscription)
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Preliminary programme  
Friday 20 March 2009 

07:30-08:30 Registration - Coffee - Commercial exhibition

08:30-09:15 Innate regulation of dendritic cell function (plenary lecture) 
Caetano Reis e Sousa (London, UK) 

09:15-10:00 Emerging viral pathogens (title to be confirmed)
Albert Osterhaus (Rotterdam, The Netherlands) 

10:00-10:30 Coffee break - Poster viewing - Commercial exhibition

10:30-12:00 Leukocyte migration (symposium 8)  
Chair: Beat Imhof (Geneva, CH)

Invasive filopodia: a new dimension in T cell transendothelial migration
Ronen Alon (Rehovot, Israel)

Leukocyte migration through the endothelium and beyond
Sussan Nourshargh (London, UK)

Neutrophil Extracellular Traps: a novel antimicrobial mechanism
Arturo Zychlinsky (Berlin, Germany)

Short communications chosen from submitted abstracts

10:30-12:00 Transplantation and Infection (symposium 9) 
Chair: Joerg Seebach and Christian van Delden (Geneva, CH)

Chimerism-based tolerance in transplantation and allergy
Thomas Wekerle (Vienna, Austria)

Immune monitoring program for guiding immunomodulatory approaches                             
– from bench-to bedside  Hans-Dieter Volk (Berlin, Germany)

Hepatitis C and post-transplant immunosuppression (title to be confirmed)
Christophe Duroux (Créteil, France) (tentative)

10:30-12:00 Basic mechanisms in allergy (symposium 10) 
Chair: Conrad Hauser (Geneva, CH) and Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier (Zurich, CH)

Cellular and molecular mechanisms in atopic dermatitis  Raif S. Geha (Boston, USA)

Development of CD4 T cell subsets, including Th1, Th2, and Th17, and their roles  
in autoimmunity and infectious disease
Manfred Kopf (Zurich-Schlieren, CH)

Short communications chosen from submitted abstracts 

12:00-13:30 Lunch - Poster viewing - Commercial exhibition
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Preliminary programme  
Friday 20 March 2009 

12:00-13:30 Use of new antifungal drugs (satellite symposium sponsored by Essex/MSD/Gilead)
Chair: Thierry Calandra (Lausanne, CH) (tentative)

Antifungal diagnostic tests: what is new? (title to be confirmed)
Paul Verweiy (Niymegen, the Netherlands) (tentative)

Antifungal prophylaxis: risks and benefits (title to be confirmed)
Johan Maertens (Leuven, Belgium) (tentative)

Zygomycetes infections in transplant patient  
Olivier Lortholary (Paris, France)

12:00-13:30 The immunology of atopic dermatitis (satellite symposium sponsored by Merck-Serono)
Chair: Conrad Hauser (Geneva, CH)

TSLP in murine models of asthma and atopic dermatitis  Steven F. Ziegler (Seattle, USA)

The immunopathogenesis of atopic dermatitis in humans
Nataljia Novak (Bonn, Germany)

Potential Molecular Targets for the Treatment of Atopic Dermatitis 
Conrad Hauser (Geneva, CH)

13:30-15:00 NK cells (symposium 11)  Chair: Eddy Roosnek (Geneva, CH)

Deciphering the roles for diverse NK cell subsets in tissue homeostasis and during infection 
James Di Santo (Paris, France)

Antiviral NK cell function as taught by human NK cell deficiencies
Jordan S. Orange (Philadelphia, USA) 

Unconventional interactions of NK cell receptors with MHC class I ligands
Werner Held (Epalinges, CH)

Short communications chosen from submitted abstracts

13:30-15:00 Laboratory diagnostic tests (symposium 12) 
Chair: Pascale Roux-Lombard and Christian van Delden (Geneva, CH)

Basophil activation tests in allergy diagnosis  
Didier G. Ebo (Antwerp, Belgium)

SeptiFast: rapid PCR-based pathogen detection in patients with clinical sepsis
Klaus-Peter Hunfeld (Frankfurt, Germany)

Antiphospholipid antibodies testing: pitfalls and possible solutions 
Guido Reber (Geneva, CH) 
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Preliminary programme  
Friday 20 March 2009 

13:30-15:00 New drugs for which indications (symposium 13) 
Chair: to be determined

Clinical experience with doripenem (sponsored by Jansens)
Jean Chastre (Paris, France)

Clinical experience with daptomycin (sponsored by Novartis)
Speaker to be determined

Clinical experience with tigecycline (sponsored by Wyeth) 
Markus A. Weigand (Heidelberg, Germany) 

15:00-16:00 Short communications SSAI/SGAI
Chair: Hans Acha-Orbea (Lausanne, CH)

15:00-16:00 Short communications SGI/SSI
Chair: to be determined

15:00-16:00 Professional Politics Forum SSAI/SGAI
Chair: Fabienne Gay-Crosier(Geneva, CH)

16:00-16:30 Coffee break - Poster viewing - Commercial exhibition

16:30-17:15 Human genetics of infectious diseases: clinical and immunological implications               
(plenary lecture)
Jean-Laurent Casanova (Paris, France)

17:15-17:45 Poster prizes SSAI/SGAI
Closing remarks



           

Congress dates	
19 & 20 March 2009 

Important dates to remember
Registration and abstract submission on  
the website only: October 2008

Deadline for submission of abstracts:   
31st December 2008

Notification of acceptance or rejection  
of abstract for poster or short  
communication: 1st February 2009

Deadline for early registration at  
reduced fee: 1st February 2009

Congress venue 	
CICG Centre International de  
Conférences Genève
Rue de Varembé 15
CH-1202 Genève (Varembé)

Access to the venue (CICG)
From airport: the train to the railway  
station Cornavin.

From railway station: TRAM 13 or  
TRAM 15 Direction “Nations” stop “Nations” 
or bus n°5 (direction Palexpo) and n°8  
(direction OMS). Stop Vermont or Varembé.

By car: follow sign Geneva - Lake,  
direction ONU (Place des Nations),  
Parking des Nations (paying car park).

Service at disposal
WIFI wireless internet access. 

Official Language
English is the official language of the  
conference. No simultaneous translation  
will be provided.

Registration desk at CICG
The registration desk will be open on 
Wednesday March 18:                                          
4 pm until 7 pm
Thursday March 19:
7 am until 6 pm
Friday March 20:
7 am until 6 pm

Commercial exhibition	
A commercial and technical exhibition will 
take place at the entrance, where coffee 
breaks will be served as well. For informa-
tion, please contact SYMPORG SA.

Lunches and Congress Dinner	
Meals are not included. Lunch tickets can  
be bought in advance (see registration  
form online). To attend the Congress Dinner, 
please complete the registration form.

Cancellation and refunds
Symporg must be notified of any cancellation 
in writing. For cancellations received prior 
to January 30, 2009, the registration fee and/
or the hotel deposit will be refunded minus 
CHF 120.- for administrative charges. No 
refund will be made after February 1, 2009. 

Credits 
Swiss Society for Allergology and  
Immunology: 16 credits
Swiss Society for Infectious Diseases: 	
16 credits for both days

Student Registration
*Written proof has to be sent by letter to 
Symporg SA. The letter sould permit clear 
identification of the resident or student pro-
gramme, the university or hospital affiliation, 
and be countersigned by the supervisor.	
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Current list of Sponsors ands Exhibitors

Abbott AG

Alcon Switzerland SA

Alk-Abello AG

Allergopharma AG

Essex Chemie AG

Gilead Sciences Switzerland Sàrl

Janssen Cilag AG/ Tibotec

KGF (Kontaktgruppe für Forschungsfragen)

Miltenyi Biotec

Merck Serono International SA

Merck Sharp & Dohme-Chibret AG

Novimmune

Novartis Pharma Schweiz AG

Pfizer AG

Phadia AG

R & D Systems Europe LTD

Roche Pharma Suisse SA

RUWAG Handels AG

UCB-Pharma AG

Wyeth Pharmaceuticals AG

Bristol-Myers Squibb

OrPhaswiss
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About Geneva

Geneva is proud to host the Joint annual congress for the 

Swiss Society of Allergology and Immunology & Swiss 

Society for Infectious Diseases.

International city par excellence, Geneva has a historical tradition 

of humanitarian concern as well as involvement and shelters

in the centre of Europe, the headquarters of many international

organisations such as the WHO and the Red Cross.

County town of a Swiss canton, Geneva keeps its taste for direct

democracy, for the respect of the individual, of its culture, and its

language.

Its multicultural population will offer a platform for frank and

constructive communication, and exchange of experiences.

The city offers many leisure activities, cultural entertainment

and guarantees a relaxing stay (in the European style) during the

congress. The central location will permit to enjoy pre or post 

congress visits to the surrounding countryside, the lake, the Alps

and will offer easy access to most capitals of Europe.
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Tourist information
Information about Geneva (sightseeing, 
cultural events, etc.) is available at: 
www.geneve-tourisme.ch

Money
The local currency is the Swiss Franc (CHF). 
One Swiss Franc equals approximately  
0.60 Euro. Banking hours are from  
Monday to Friday, 8.30 am to 4.30 pm.

Shopping
Shops in Geneva are open Monday to  
Friday from 8:30 am to 6:00 pm and  
Saturday from 8:30 to 5:00 pm.

Registration 
Registration fees: prices in Swiss Francs CHF
Up to February 1, 2009 
• Members    		  200.- 
• Non members      		 260.- 
• Assistant doctors 		 150.-
• Students *		  150.-
	
As of February 2, 2009    
• Members       		  250.- 
• Non members            	 310.- 
• Assistant doctors  	 180.-
• Students * 		  180.-

*(written proof by head of dpt and copy of student card)

Registration and payment 	
A confirmation letter will be sent to  
participants upon receipt of their payment.

Confirmation
Upon receipt of the request for accommoda-
tion, together with the first night deposit, 
or indication of a valid credit card number, 
a confirmation letter will be sent to the 
delegate.
No confirmation can be made if these  
conditions are not fulfilled.

Social events
On Thursday March the 19th, a welcome 
aperitif will be organised at 7:30 pm  
(courtesy of the State of Geneva). 
It will be followed by a Gala Dinner at the 
Kempinski Hotel (8:15 pm). (Not included  
in congress registration fees. 140.- CHF.  
Pre-registration is compulsory).
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Registration and Abstract Submission

Registration for the joint SSAI/SGAI & SGI/SSI meeting and submission of abstracts 
can only be done online via the www.symporg.ch webpage. Please go to:

https://www.symporg.com/conferences/2009/SSAI/Index.php




